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The silent story of the 2
SILENT VALLEY ST
FOREST sent jitters down my
spine as | was transponded to
years. back when | stayed on
the banks of the Mahananda
forest reserve. Surrounded by
lush green forests and myriad
species of flora and fauna ,life
was peaceful except few
stray incidents of a hyena
crossing my path while taking
evening walk. But the most cap-
tivating visits were those made
by herds of elephants sashay-
ing down the road , oblivious to
the humans nearby. We had all
been given strict intructions or
SOP on the does and don’ts on
chancing upon a herd. We
rushed indoors so as not to
disturb them. The males are
considered more fierce and
females alert about their young
ones, who were kept in the
middle to prevent them from
straying away from the wiser
ones. We peeped from the
windows of our homes to see
their where about.....one had
entered our garden! Another in
our backyard uprooting
precariously planted kitchen
garden herbs .The one in the
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Tusker
Visit

Shilpi Verma

front garden was upturnlng
flower pots and breaking
them....all in search of
food....their territory had been
invaded. Instead of the tall trees
and thick canopy stood two
story buildings, tarred roads
,cars, children running ,but the
moment it was 5.00pm.....it
started to get dark as the sun
sets early in the East... there
would be an eerie silence and
kids eagerly awaited visits of
tusker families. There seemed
to be a mutual
understanding....days were
ours ...late evenings and nights
were theirs when they were on
the prowl. If ever elders re-
sorted to shooing them away
the kids revolted to let them
be...in their land ... WE

WERE VISITORS. Today as the
world goes Back to basics with
the Pandemic, THE SILENT
VALEY FOREST makes us
ponder at such cruelty. LET
THEM BE WILD ...LET THEM
BE FREE...THEY HAVE AS
MUCH RIGHT AS DO WE.

Author is an student of DJIMC
Ranchi university, Ranchi
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